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SPEECH OF HON. JOSHUA R. BIDDINGS. OE OHIO, 

!n the House of .lU'fircsci itatives, June 23, *i 852. 



The Motive being in the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union on the Deficiency Bill — 

Mr. GIDDING3 said : 

Mr. Chairman: 'JThe two great political par- 
tits of the nation have held their Conventions. 
From nil parts of the?e United States dt-legiit.es 
have assembled, deliberated upon their platform 
of principles, avowed thsir doctrines, nominated 
their candidates for President and Vice Presi- 
dent, and now have entered upon the Presidential 
campaign. Preparatory to this state of things, 
many speeches were tn;ide here, to which the 
Free Democrats, the advocates of Liberty, listened, 
with commendable attention. Aud now, Mr. Chair- 
man. I rise to occupy a bri«f hour in vindicating 
the position of the party to which I am attached. 
Often, during the last six months, the question 
has been propounded to me, whether we should 
vote for the candidates of the Whig or the Demo- 
cratic party ? This question, so far as I am con- 
cerned, will probably be answered satisfactorily 
before I take my seat. 

It is not my purpose to examine very critic illy 
the principles of those parties. Ft may be sufficient 
fornix to remark that they agree as to the policy 
which ought to control our Government. The 
Democrats first avowed their dojtriues. Their 
confession of political f ; iiih having hein two wet lis 
before the public, and being read and duly con- 
sidered before the assembling of the Whig Con-, 
veution. that body took issue u pert none o: tb$* 
docrines avowed, nor upon the policy maintained 
k the Democrats. 

I notice in some papers much is said in relation 
jo "internal improvements.''" The. Democrats say 
"the Constitution doerf noi ict'nfer upon the Gen- 
era! Government power to commence and carry 
c a a xijtum of inirrifu iviyort-mK-tisP Do the 
^U!ga tnke issue on this tre.rier.ii ;ui<) unmeaning 
portion ? Not, at, all. Tln-y answer. : - the Cou- 
s "!'.Hion vests in Congress power to open nodim- 
f r-jve harbor.?, remove obstructions iu uavigible 
rir e?s, &c.. siii'! unfirov'M-itts ij-.i/ii; in '.w.ry instance, 
'■'■'tonal and «'ji<:rul in t/i-.ir charnr.if.rp Now, sir, 
^ Democrat, ever did or ever will deny this doc- 
j^pe. So. too, the Democrats make assertions 
k & liL.ANciiAUK Vrintors. 



about fostering one branch of industry to the 
detriment of another ; " and the Whtga refuse the 
issue thus tendered, but, in ati&wer, assert doc- 
trines which no Democrat denies. 'I'he Demo- 
crats attempt to galvanize into existenes l he ob- 
solete idea of a National lUnk. to which, the 
Whigs make no reply, admitting by their silence 
the Democratic faith. Neither advances a prin- 
ciple which is denied by the other; they stand on 
the record in perfect harmony. And no other 
contest exists than a strife for office, for place and 
power ; for the spoils, the loaves and fishes. 

This is the first time, for many years, that these 
parties have each' put forth an avowal of their 
doctrines. In the change of times, and the ordi- 
nary course of events, they now find themselves 
in perfect harmony with each other. <.The day of 
their contention and disagreement has passed 
away. The issues which once really existed be- 
tween them have become obsolete, or have been 
given up. Their usefulness is at ::r; end, and 
their history will soon be writieu. The increase 
of intelligence, the improvements of the age, de- 
mand new organizations and new parties. For 
years, the old parties have intermingled constant- 
ly, and no influence has been able to keep them 
separate. Here, and throughout the country, 
some Whigs act with the Democratic party, and 
some Democrats act with the Whig party. For 
the last four years there has been no matter of 
legislation before t his body, on which the members 
have arrayed themselves according to their party 
character. On every question, a portion of Whig", 
have acted with the Democrats, and a portion cf 
Democrats have acted with the Whigs. Indeed, 
sir, those who have watched the proceedings here 
for the past few years, could not fail to see that 
slavery constitutes the only question of interest 
before us. 

Notwithstanding the Whigs and Democrats 
are acting in perfect harmony with each other, 
they have united in tendering to the friends of 
Liberty important issues. One of thope issues id 
so extraordinary, that it demands my first atten- 
tion. The proposition is to stifle all further ex- 
amination of chattel slavery, and is expressed by 
the Democrats in the following language: 
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" Resolved, That the nemonnulo party Will resist all in- 
tomptH at. fenewihit, in <JonnrtM« or out of it, the agitation 
of the slavery <iuehtlon, under wlmtevar shape or color thft 
attempt may be made." 

The Whigs rOBotoed— 

" '1'tmt * ♦ * ive will discountenance nil etTortu to 
continue or rtnew wuch agitatiun, whenever, wherever, and 
however mat'e." 

We, oit», the Free Democracy, will agitate the 
subject of slavery and its correlative freedom. 
Here, sir, is tin issue formed between ua. I, sir, 
am about to agitate this question. 1 intend to 
epeiik plainly of slavery, of its most revolting 
feat urea, i will endeavor to use no offensive Ian- 
guage, but I will talk of the practice followed by 
men in this district, of purchasing slave women, 
and then selling their own children into bondage. 
Now, when 1 do this, the Democrats are bound to 
mist, and the Whigs to discounte/miiM, toy efforts. 
In order that we may start with a perfect under- 
standing of this conflict. 1 desire to understand 
the uanncr in which the Democrats will manifest 
their resistance ? t am now agitating this subject, 
and what will you do about it ? 

Now, t hope getttletiien will not feel atty par- 
ticular delicacy ih showing their resistance. 
Don't be alarmed, gentlemen; just stand up here 
and now before the country ; show your resist- 
ance, tie hot afraid, gentlemen— ■ I am less than 
the stripling of Israel, who went forth to meet 
Goliath. You stand pledged to resist God's truth— 
to silence the tongues of freemen, t meet you, 
and hurl defiance at you, and your infamous at- 
tempts to stifle the freedom of speech. And now. 
who speaks for the carryingout of this resolution ? 
* Mr, Chairman, we may " call spirits from the 
vasty deep," but they will not come. 

I repeat to the Democrats : \ want to know 
what you are going to do? You are bound to re- 
sist. 

The Wbigs, in their Convention, also resolved 
that they " will discountenance all efforts to con- 
tinue or renew such agitation, whmtver, wherever, 
and however the attempt made be made." The 
language of this resolution differs from that of 
the Democracy, but its spirit and object are the 
same. They intend to suppress the freedom of 
speech here and among the people. On this point 
the two great parties of the nation have cordially 
united- A coalition for a more odious purpose 
could not have been formed. Duty to myself, to 
this body, and the country, demands an exposure 
of this conspiracy against the Constitution, against 
the rights of members here, against the people. 

Mr. Chairman, is it contemplated to silence the 
popular voice in this Hall? \( that be not the 
case, these resolutions mean nothing. They are 
mere 11 brut urn fulmen," made for show, to frighten 
men of weak nerves. They may do very will 
among doughfaces; but when those parties at- 
tempt to frighten Free-Soilers. they should better 
understand their opponents. 

The Constitution has provided :c that Congress 
3hall pass no law abridging the freedom of speech." 
That Constitution we have sworn to support, and 
by the blood of our ancestors we will maintain it. 
•Slaveholders and doughfaces, Whigs and Demo- 
crats, m%y combine to trample that sacred instru- 
ment under their feet, by suppressing the free- 



dom of speech ; but, air, they ha* jot the moral 
power to effect that object. 

Agitation or discusaion is not only to bo put 
down hero, but among the people ; they are to j 
have no more Ami-Slavery meetings; no more 
Free Soil Conventions; no more sermons in favor 
of God's law ; no more prayers to Heaven for the 
oppressed of our land ; the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence is to be burned ; ou* printing establish, 
txient broken up. and our social circles are to 
speak no ruotv of the rights of all men to enjoy 
life and liberty. A new political police is to be 
established, and the American people placed ua- 
der sluveholding surveillance. Our literary wri- 
ters are to be driven into exile. But, I am paying 
undeserved attention to these base, these puerile 
J attempts to stifle discu.-.sion on the subject of hu- 
inanity. 1 hold these resolutions in unutterable 
contempt. I trample them under my feet. 

And here I will leave this ridiculous attempt to 
ape the despotisms of Europe, by Stirling discus- 
sion upon the absorbing question of Liberty. 

1 will now proceed to examine the reasons why 
theBe resolutions were adopted. 

Why should these parties in their National 
Conventions take Congress, the Constitution, and 
people, uuder their control, and command uuiver- 
sal silence upon certain measures? Evidently 
because investigation and discussion would en- 
danger the future success of their organizations, 
'the very proposition shows that they have no con- 
fidence in the people. The man or paTty who 
strives to silence discussion, to shut out truth, ad- 
mits that he is in error. No man,, or party, who 
feels that he is right, hesitates to let the whole 
truth be kuown. lie feels that he will be vindi- 
cated by the development of truth, and his honor 
will be sustained. 

But why should the Whigs and Democrats 
unite to keep the truth from the public eye. in 
regard to the Compromise measures? Why, sir. 
the first of those measures was that establishing 
Territorial Government in Uiah, admitting sla- 
very and the slave trade to be established there, 
ou soil consecrated to freedom by Mexican laws 
J I well know the people were told that slavery 
I could not go there, as it was excluded by the laws 
of God Weil, sir. official documents now show 
that assertion to have been a gigantic falsehood 
The census returns show that slavery exists 
there ; that man is there held in bondage, lashed 
iuto subjection by his fellow-man; women are sold 
llifce swine in the market, and children made sub- 
jects of barter. Now. sir. we Free Democrats in- 
sist, that slavery and the slave trade should be 
excluded from that Territory. The motto of our 
party is. - No shun territory?' We do not believe 
it right, thus to deal in God's image. But this law 
which permits these outrages, the Whigs and 
Democrats say. is a jhial settlement: that these 
practices may continue in all coming time. Bat 
they dare not go before the people admitting this 
truth ; nor dare they deny these facts. To avoid 
this unpleasant question, they resolve to r i :sht 
every attempt to speak or write upon it. Tbeir 
only way of escaping from popular odium is to 
keep truth from the people. Now. sir, does any 
Democrat or any Whig believes thit Free-Soile.ru 



will tote for any oaudidato fudged to eudtaiti 
thoee revolting frraotices? If any one who ever 
hold a place ill the Free Democracy shall oust 
such tv vote, it Will be some other man than toy* 
self. 

Again. Mr. Chuirtfian. the Hst Congress pro- 
vided, by the law aforesaid, that, one or more 
States may be admitted from said Territory, with 
or without slavery. They Were unwilling that 
the members of the next, or any future Congress 
should judge for themselves, whenever Utah shall 
uf-li admission into the Union; and they have 
made this foolish attempt to dieiate the action of 
this body in future ages. Well, the provision i?. 
that an indefiute number of slave Stales m«y be 
Knitted. Of course, their political power, under 
the Constitution, will be in proportion to their 
slaves. The man in Utah, who buys a slave wo- 
man, and raises four bastard children, and holds 
them an property, adds as much to the politics! 
power of that State as four of these educated and 
intelligent. Democrats who sit hi- fore me add to 
the political influence of a free Svate. New. sir, 
we, the Free Democracy, are unqualifi- dly oppo- 
sed to this insult to Northern dignity. We do not 
believe that the man who thus sets at defiance 
Goi's law. and tramples upon decency, i;? any 
better than an educated, intelligent Northern 
freeman. Bui, sir, VV bigs ana Democrats say 
that this disgraceful inequality shall be allowed 
to the people of Utah and maintained. They 
know that public indignation would be kindled 
against every man who would thus degrade the 
people of the North. Our freemen would hurl 
froa place and power such men, if the facts were, 
known to them. They therefore seek to smother 
the truth ; to keep the people in ignorance; and 
resolve to resit t agile* ion, to discountenance discus- 
sion. They pledge their candidates to carry out 
this disgraceful combination against liberty and 
the rights and hoaor of the free States, and then 
turn round and ask honest men, those who possess 
self-respect, to vote for their own disgrace. Sir, 
Free-Soi!ers, men of intelligence, will not thus 
stultify themselves. 

The same law, or a law with similar provisions, 
was enacted in relation to New Mexico. The 
people of that Territory may, if they please, enter 
into this speculation in human flesh. They may 
curse that land with human bondage. Whigs and 
Democrats nay that this law shall be a fui-il set- 
tlement of that subject 5 that slavery and the slave 
trade shall not be excluded; and the Democrats 
are to resist, and the Whigs are to dhcoim'enanci 
all discussion in relation to it. 

One or more slave States are to be admitted 
from New Mexico, upon, the same terras of de- 
grading inequality to the free States as those from 
Utah, and Northern men arc to submit without j 
discuaaion. Agitation would, in the words of the j 
Whig revolution, endanger the peace of the Whig ! 
party. They say they therefore deprecite agita- 
tion. Well, sir, the proper meaning of the verb 
t; to deprecate" is to '-pray against;' 7 and the 
Whigs will therefore pray against agitation, as it 
will endanger their peace. Such prayers would 
simply be "an abomination;" they would do no 
other hurt. And as for the peace of the Whig 



party, 1 should far rather ace it endangered than 
to see one child sold from its pftrctttB, of one Wo- 
man flogged, or one man degraded. 

The motto of Frce-Soilers is, " No mokk si.avk 
States." iMiia is our unyielding, determined 
position. We wage an exterminating warfare 
against every man and every p'irty who would 
extend the curse of human servitude, or increase 
the slave power in any degree. The Democratic 
party and the Whig party unite in the extension 
of slavery and of the slave power, and then ask 
th" frieude. of Liberty to vote with them! / s/udl 
not do it. 

Another measure of the last Congress was a 
law entitled " An act to abolish the slave t.radu in 
the District of Columbia "' A tl igrant falsehood 
was sent to the people in this title; for the law 
itself does not profess to abolish the slave trade in 
this District, and only excludes from this market 
the slave-breeders of Maryland and Virginia, 
leaving the sale of men. women, and children, to 
continue here. And tin-* commerce in the image 
of God is to go on and continue forever. I'hi; 
Whigs say it shall hot be disturbed, and the Dem- 
ocrats say they too will protect it. These parties 
have taken position between ua and the slave-deal- 
ers, and say we shall not discuss the morality of 
their vocation ; indeed, they assert that we shall 
not agitate the cause or freedom. 

You, sir, lately saw an advertisement in the 
leading Whig paper of this District, in these 
words : For sale, a handsora-. and accomplUhed ladt/s 
mni 1 . aged just, sixteen years?' Except in this 
city and New Zealand. I do not think any Gov- 
ernment within the bounds of civilization would 
have permitted such an outrage upon decency, I 
speak of New Zealand without intending any dis- 
respect to the people of that island by comparing 
their habits with ours. They buy men and wo- 
men for food only. The object is far more honor- 
able and Christian-like than that for which the 
young women of this city are advertised and sold. 

Mr. Chairman, Gen. Scott, and Gen. Pierce 
are both pledged to maintain this traffic in the 
bodies of women, and the advocates of Liberty are 
asked to aid in electing them. Sir, let those par- 
ties revel in such moral and political wickedness: 
let them pledge themselves and their candidates 
to perpetrate crimes revolting to humanity ; but I 
beseech them not to insult honest men, philan- 
thropists, and Christians, by asking them to par- 
ticipate in such transcendent iniquity. 

Another of the Compromise measures is the Fu- 
gitive Slave Law. Of the character of this law I 
have spoken on former occasions. Of its uncon- 
stitutionality, I think no unprejudiced mind can 
doubt, who listened to the speech of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Rantoul] Of 
the crimes committed under this law: of the enor- 
mities of sending free men into slavery, under 
color of this law; of the barbarous and savage 
character of the agents selected by this Adminis- 
tration to carry it out, I have no time to speak, 
i noticed in the address of a clergyman, lately de- 
livered before the Elome Missionary Society, a 
statement that the reverend speaker was in the 
central parts of Russia during last summer; that 
an intelligent nobleman taunted him with the 



chnractcr of thin Fugitive Law, atiying; " Yon 
con find nothing in tin; h'gnl cotie of Russia, nor in 
///'.; (ki •!■•' .<; of l»r ICvijf.ri;- ■• >m;ai to that ba fbaroits 
line." -Ni;, rtir: ; .io :.-_t fes-lnm* that any despot 
of Uuajsiu, or of Austria, was ever. guilty of put* 
th:g for: h >?o barbarous a law; yet the Democrat- 
ic party and the Whig party tell us that thin law 
shall remain as a Jimil settlement of this subject. 
The Whig party, it is true, reserve to themselves 
the right of mrikiug it more barbarous. But it is 
to remain a Uw and continue in force while time 
t-hall last. Yc. J . when the !: archangel shall de- 
scend from heaven with a rainbow upon his head, 
and placing one foot upon the earth and the other 
upon the sea. shall tw-vr Inj Him. nho iivtth foiwnr 
a/id ever, that tiiyik sham, isk ,vj i,onc*kr." the dread 
i-.umtnohs shall find thy people of Philadelphia, 
New York. Mid Boston, upon the '"qui vive," hunt- 
ing for slave mothers, who have fled from all else 
they hold dear in life, in order to enjoy liberty. 
There, Whigs and Democrats will be found sup- 
porting this law; and when they shall close their 
eyes upon terrestrial objects, they will be listening 
to the baying of bloodhounds, the clanking of 
chains, and shrieks of slave?, the roar of muskets, 
the dying groans of slave-catchers, and their 
wounded associate?, the bloodhounds: the last 
death-sigh,« of murdered fugitives will all rise from 
this earth, and. mingle with the archangel's voice, 
as he shall summon us ail to the bar of final retri- 
bution. I would speak of the future with solem- 
nity; but if men are tj carry with them into the 
corning world their leading traits of character, as 
some bold, it would seem that thi-ir residence in 
the spirit land will be made vocal with the sighs, 
and groans, and shrieks, of associated beiugs. 

But both parties and their candidates are pledg- 
ed to maintain this infamous law. And they will 
"resist" and <; disccmite/mvct' " all agitation in re- 
gard to it, C; in Congress or out of it." The poli- 
cy of silencing discussion upon it, must be appar- 
ent to every man. The slaveholders demanded 
the passage of this law. Northern doughfaces sub- 
mitted: some votfil for i. r : others Med the Hall. 
They then knew it would be death to the measure, 
and political obliteration to themselves, to discuss 
i" ; and therefore voted against its discussion, 
against all agitation, and a minority of this body 
actually passed it under the previous question : 
and now Whigs and Democrats ;-;ay it never shall 
be discussed. That, when our people of the North 
see a fellow-being seized, chained, dragged into 
slavery, and sold and flogged, they t>hall say 
nothing about it, here or elsewhere. That they 
shall look upon the murdered corpses of fugitives 
shot down by the agent3 of Goverumc'nt, and may 
moan over their barbarity, but they must not dis- 
onsB, they must not agitate the repeal of this law. 
Well, sir, I assure them the people will discuss 
these things. 

But it is said, through the Whig press, that we 
cannot reped this law. i saw this morning an 
article, in some respects an abb 1 article, denounc- 
ing this law, in a Whig paper, professedly Anti- i 
Slavery. The editor, however, admitted that the j 
law would not be repealed, perhaps, for twenty i 
years. Sir, the admission shows the author to be 
unconscious of the people's power, 



It is this miserable, cowardly submission to the 
alive interest, which ha* degraded Northern men, 
Let the peoplv send to thici body forty members, 
whose hearts are devoted to freedom, who have 
confidence in the power of truth, and this law will 
be repealed in six weeks it will be swept from 
our statute bock, and curses deep and loud will 
rest upon it-j authors. 

The editor to whom 1 alluded proposes that we 
shall contribute from the National fundu to pay 
for fugitives. 1 could have forgiven the editor 
for almcst any other political offence. What, sir! 
are the descendants of the Pilgrims, of those' who 
bled at Bunker's Hill, and on every battle field 
of the Revolution, rather than j-ay a paltry tax 
on tea and on stamped paper, are we supinely to 
become tributary to Southern task- masters? 
When the barbarians of Algiers seized and en- 
slaved. our people, we sent an armed force there 
and slew them, hoidiug them unworthy of a place 
upon God's footbtool. No. sir; by all the hal- 
lowed associations which cluster around the mem- 
ory of English and American patriots, t avow that 
I would sooner see every slaveholder of the na- 
tion hanged, than to witness the subjugation of 
Northern freemen to such a humiliating condi- 
tion. No. sir; whtn it comes to that, \, for one. 
shall be prepared for the i!tYni'.r resort — an ap- 
peal to the God of battles. I am a man of peace, 
but am no non-resistant, .and I would sooner the 
ashes of my hearth-stone should be slaked in my 
own blood, and the blood of my children, than 
submit to such degradation. And here I will take 
occasion to sav. that, if this law remains in force, 
civil war is inevitable. The people will not sub- 
mit to it. Why. sir, civil war already exists. At 
Christiana, civii war. wiih all its circumstance of 
force, under color of law — resistance in defence 
of natural right — bloodshed and death took place 
la my own State a similar transaction occurred . 
and 1 assure gentlemen that othcrMnstances will' 
occur, if ati erupts be mide to enforce that law. 
in my own district are many fugitives who have 
informed their masters where they may be found. 
These men have become desperate. They desire 
to see the siiive-c r -tchers. They pant for an op- 
portunity to make their oppressors "bite the 
dust. ;; Sir. send on your commissioners and dep- 
uty marshals and bloodhounds, and I assure you 
that a civil Trar wi'.l : : -.oou be in active progress. 

Gentlemen t:t.ik of enforcing this law. It enn- 
;wt he dona. The people have already passed sen- 
tence upon it and upon its authors; and that sen- 
tence will be speedily executed. Nor can you 
stop agiiation in regard to it. 

Agitation, discussion, and examination, are the 
agents — the instruments — for carrying forward 
all reforms. The Saviour of man spoke truths 
boldly. They fell harshly upon the ears of 
scribes, pharisees. and hypocrites. They de- 
nounced him as an agitator : seized, tried, con- 
demned, and crucified him as an agitator. From 
that day to the present, every man who has bold- 
ly avowed truths unwelcome to the cars of des- 
pots, tyrants, and the oppressors of our race, have 
been denounced as agitators. Jefferson, in the 
Declaration of American independence ; Samuel 
Adams, in the Continental Congress ; Washing- 



ton, on t'no battle-fieldl, Were " tlistinumslad iifr'ua- 
i.ofn; v ' John Ctuincy Adam*, while in this Hall, 
for years maintain ed and defended with ioimita- 
ble powers the riglu of petition, and was denounc- 
ed throughout the country as an agitator. He 
was arraigned at the bar of chid M uuho. and tried 
as au agitator, fclvery member of this body who 
defends the rights of the people, i:* denounced as 
an agitator. To uie these epithets have loat their 
terror*. 

For hundreds and for thousands of your* the 
instruction and elevation of mankind has been car- 
ried forward by agitation. By means of it, tyrautw 
and despots have been driven from powvr. and 
popular rights have been extorted from barbarous 
rulers. Without agitation, no people ever gained 
their rights, or retained them after the^ hud been 
extorted from their oppressors. Now, suddenly, 
to prevent the progress of Liberty, Whigs and 
Democrats unite to suppress this element in all 
reforms. They declare that discussion shall c-.-ase, 
and the clave trade and slavery shall continue 
forever, and the Fugitive Law shall be rendered 
perpetual. 

Mr. Chairman, well do 1 recollect the evening 
after these lawj had been passed. I then viewed 
them in all their horrors. 1 saw the degrnd ition 
to which the people of the free States were (sub- 
jected — the crimes which we had authorized. My 
heart sunk within me, as i contemplated the pub- 
lie men who had aimed this blow at Liberty. 

| Bat, sir, ou yonder avenue I heard the songs of 
drunken revelry and the insane shout ; bonfires 
lighted up the heaven?, and the thunder of can 
non told the immoderate.) oy of slaveholder.-, slave- 
breeders, doughfaces, and dealers in human fi»sh. 
Their gratitude naturally flowed our. to those 
most instrumental in the passage of these laws to 
which 1 have alluded, called the Compromise and 
Fugitive Law. in the fullness of their hearty 
and stomachs they repaired to the dwelling of t he- 
Secretary of State, and called on him for a speech. 
Ke readily complied, commencing his congratula- 
tions, by saying: "Now is the winter of our 
discontent made glorious summer/' He then in- 
formed the motby crew around him, that this 
, question of slavery was settled, and that they 
i were no more to be troubled with agitation. 
| v Sir. from that day up to the close of the 
| Baltimore Convention, he wrote letters and mad* 
I speeches declaring and avowing that agitation 
I bud ceased; assuring the country in substance 
I that the slave trade in this District and in our 
I i erritories would go on undisturbed. That op- 
I pression here and in the Territories now had 
I nothing to fear. The whole energies of the 
I Government were put forth to enforce the Fugi- 
I tive Law ; but they generally proved abortive. 
I Every possible exertion wis made in Boston and 
I t'hilulelphia to convict those charged with ob- 
I strutting .its execution: but all failed. The blood 
I °^ Grorsuch. a piratical slave-catcher, who fell at 
I ^nnstiana, is unavenged, in spite of the public 
I treasure and Executive influence put forth to ob- 
I torn a conviction of those who righteously slew 
I aim. The patriots who assisted Shadrach to es- 
|-C'ipe the fang3 of the Boston bloodhounds, yet 
I - au 8 n f o scorn your infamous law. At Syracuse, 



at U no n ester, and a hundred other placet*, the 
frhmds of Liberty rejoion at the impotency of thin 
law, although it has thus far been backed up by 
Executive power. These defeats of the Exeou 
tive, and of this enactment libcllously called a 
Inw, have resulted from a^i'/t/ioii ; and* well may 
Klavo-catchors and doughfaces now seek" to stifle 
discussion, to silence the people. 

Sir, while these things wore going forward, the 
Secretary of State was looking for and expecting 
a return for the services ho had rendered the 
i-lave power. The Presidentii.! chair and White 
House was looked to as the reward for his trea- 
son to God aud humanity. But there again agita- 
tion had done its work: All reflecting men knew 
that, he could rec.ive in the whole Union scarcely 
twenty electoral votes. And when the Baltimore 
Con vention passed upon his claims, not a South- 
ern vote was cast for him. Chagrined, mortified, 
and discontented, he will soon retire, and history 
will record the (ruth concerning him and Us. 13 ut, 
sir, I will not, aggravate the chills of political 
death, nor call up to mind the .sins which must 
; ' sit heavy on his soul," when a darker night shall 
close around him. 

Agitation has brouaht to the scaffold another 
conspicuous victim. The President of these Uni- 
ted States lent his whole influence to the promo- 
tion of those Compromise measures to which 1 
have alluded. His devotion to the slave power 
has been openly and boldly avowed. Steadily 
and basely has hs prostituted the influence and 
power of his office, to the purpose of supporting 
shivery, oppression, and crime. A 1 .; the Baltimore 
Convention, the slaveholders. 1 believe, were 
unanimously in his favor. But Northern dele- 
gates dared not support him. Agitation had in- 
formed the people of his having deserted their 
cause, and gone over to the enemies of Freedom. 
The popular voice of the Nor:h had pronounced 
his doom; he was cast aside ; the political grave 
yawns for him: and on the 3d of March he will 
he laid in it. Were I to write the epitaphs 
of these men, I would inscribe upon their tombp, 

ki 1..I.KD i5v /.a iTrtTiON." Tbink you not that 
these men and. their party have cause for their 
hostility to discussion — to the dissemination of 
truth ? 

The Democrats, also, have cmse for opposing 
agitation. Their ablest, their most experir-nced 
st-jtesmen have fallen victims to it. Gen. Cass, 
the mar, who of all their candidates I deemed best 
qualified for the Presidency, in tin evil hour signed 
a letter pledging himself to these Compromise 
measures. It proved his political death-warrant, 
when, too late, he found that the people of the 
North would sustain no man who had thus pledged 
his influence of office to measures which the pop- 
uhir voice has condemned a? l/arburour. as disgrace- 
ful to our nation. At the Baltimore Convention 
his friends bore him to his political grave; and 

" Not a drum was heard, nor a funeral note." 
as thi-y quietly deposited his remains in their final 
resting-place. Such, too,was the fate of Pennsyl- 
vania's favorite statesman. Fie had long been 
anxious to serve the slave interest. He pledged 
himself in the most unqualified manner to main- 
tain these laws as a perpetual settlement of the 



Hlave question. l3ut he, too, Wat* cast aside at an 
advanced age, When he cati look for tio furthef 
preferment. These men all died of "eating South- 
'jni diriP 

Circumstances appcur to render it indelicate for 
mo to speak of other candidates of the Demo- 1 
uratic party. Yet I would remind them all of the 
fute which must await those public men who 
prove fiilso to liberty and humanity.* I assure 
them arid the country that agitation will continue 1 
i;ud increase until the people of the free States ■ 
shall be relieved from all participation in the dis« 1 
grace and Crimea of slavery. 

But thia opposition to freedom, so dominant in 1 
the Whig and Democratic parties, led to the or- ; 
ganizalion of the friends of Liberty into a separate ! 
political party in lSdS 'the extraordinary cir- j 
cumstances which then surrounded the advocates j 
of freedom called together a mighty host. Oa ( 
the memorable ninth of August, of that year, fifty i 
thousand freemen met in solemn convocation, j 
There were men of distinction, men of intellect, j 
statesmen, and philanthropists. They were con- i 
soious of the responsibility resting upon them. In 
framing a confession of their political faith, they 
laid its foundations upon the enduring, eternal ! 
principles of justice. The equal right of all men | 
to enjoy life, liberty, and happinc-s, constitutes i 
ihe biisis of our creed : and the next article as- . 
serfs :: That Governments are constituted among i 
men to secure ihv.s-e rights? All our action under j 
the Constitution should be to protect the life and i 
liberty of every human being within our cxclu- j 
sive jurisdiction. That our legislative powers in j 
in this District, on the high seas, in our Territo- ; > 
rics, should be exerted to secure every being who 
bears G'od ; s image, in his right to life and liberty, 
instead of establishing und sustaining oppression 
and slavery. Here, sir. at this point, au i^sue be- 
tween us und the other parties, deep and broad, is 
presented. And from this position the friends of : 
humanity will never depart. 

It is an important fact, that neither the Whig 
nor the Democratic party profess to pay any re> 
spect or attention to moral principles in their le- 
gislation. By their practice they deny the re- 
sponsibility of human action, so far as politics 
are concerned. They hold that members of this 
body may pass laws which deprive our fellow-men ' 
of life or liberty, and that tho^e who enact such 
laws arr; net morally guil'y of enslaving or mur- 
dering their fellow-men. We, sir, hold that those 
who enacted the Fugitive Slave Law are as guilty • 
in the sight of God and good men as they would 
be were they themselves to seizi a white man. 
place irons upon his limbs, and send him to shi- 
very without law. In such crimes, we. the advo- 
cates of free lorn, will not participate. One of our 
resolutions adopted at Buffalo was in these woril 1 - : 

" Ticolrtil, That it is the duty of the Federal Govern- 
muir- to relieve icpelf I'law ti.'i rojtnnsibilitiij'or the t'.vi*;- 
(•/."(• or -on 1 immure, of '-liirrnj v'hercver it '//os.** ««<?.« :ou- 
>'.itui:or.t: ■ aut hority ■<< '.cshltiic on that iuttject.' 1 

This resolution is in direct and uriCjUQ.Hriod 
conflict with the entire policy of the Whig ;i:sd 
Democratic parties relative to shivery, it is in 

* Senators Ho:;«:t.;i snd Dor.^las. who bar! been ciuiui- 
iliitfti for !\oiuuui.;i>:j . werv prestii!. iis'.vuing to thjy HftiiTfc. 



conflict with the platfofthe of those fifties, to 
which I have called attention, tiasittg our whole 
political action upon the plainest tifriftcipks of 
justice, liberty, and humanity, wo challenge ex. 
amitmt'ion, discussion, agitation. Wo seek to cover 
up nothing, to keep nntniog from the popular ear. 
The tnoro'you examiue and discuss our doctrineu 
and policy, the better are we pleased. 

We, air, Would drive the slave question from 
discussion in. this H ill. It never had a constitu. 
tional existence here. Separate this Government 
from all interference with slavery \ let the Fedo- 
ra! power wash its hands of that institution ; lc: 
us purify ourselves from its contagion ; leave it 
With the States, who alone have the power to sus- 
tain it — then, eir, will ogitatiou cease in regard 
to it heref then we shall have nothing to do with 
it, our time will no more be occupl d with it ; and, 
like a band of freemen, a band of brothers, w.v could 
meet here, legislate for the prosperity, theimprovc- 
ment of mankind, for the elevation of out r.>ce. 

Mr. Chairman, 1 have serve! in this Hall some 
fifteen years. During that period, t thiuk at least | 
two-thirds of the time of this body has been occu- 
pied by the subject of slavery, and other matter 
connected with that institution. For the hst 
three years we can scarcely be said to have done 

" r- v t V •? • : " (•■t': r > Vm* <cr>™?e ir>rj lof*5clntrt ^ r 

• • ■ • j ' - ■ o — ' u ' 1 * ■ o — ^ ' v - j ■ 

This, sir, is all wrong, Slavery is a local institu- 
tion, existing only in a portion of the States. The 
Attempt to nationalize it is unwarranted and un- 
constitutional. To do this is now the object of 
both the Whig and Democratic parties. Against 
these attempts, we, the Free Democracy, wags 
unceasing, undying, unyielding hostility. This 
war we shall never give up. We shall neve 
lay aside our arms until victory shall crown 
our efforts — until this Government shall be re- 
deemed and disenthralled from the foul stain 
of chattel slavery. Against oppression, in all i'3 
forms and in all places, we have sworn, eternal 
hostility. Our sympathy f.>r suffering humanity 
is broad as creation, reaching to all climes, and 
embracing ail who bear the image of our Crea- 
tor. To persecuted Hungary we tender the assa- 
rauce that (i we feel for t hose in bonds as bound 
with them." Oa this subject the Democrats have 
spoken oracularly. 

The Whigs talk about entangling alliances 
and standing on foreign soil;" but they dare not 
take distinct issue on the propriety of exerting 
our moral power, our political influence, to main- 
tain, the law of nations. Substantially, both 
Wbigs and D mocrats are opposed to us on this 
subject. They would permit Russia or Austria 
to swallow up Hungary, without any protest or 
expression of our disapprobation. W e sympatic 
with the oppressed of* all nations; and we, the 
Free Democracy, literally constitute tbep-rty of 
progress At Buffalo we adopted the policy of 
•'• cfi<nji postaufi. for th: v-iopl?. ; ,f and inscribed ■' 
upon our banner, and unfurled it to the hrcc- 
We fores iw the advantages of increasing the fa- 
cilities of communication among the masses, at?'! 
determined to confer upon our country these bec- 
efits, while Whigs and Democrats were too timid 
to take a position either for or against it. 

1 an: aware :ha: we are often charged wltb 



beiug meh of one idea— -indeed, we are aometimeii ; 
called the party of one idea— and 1 refer to these ; 
facts to vindicate ourselves ffoui that charge. We ; 
•dured go where neither of thone purtiea Were Wil- 
ling co follow Us, nor to oppose us ; and in lose* 
tbiui three years the correctness of our position 
has been acknowledged before the country. 

11 Land's for the poor, homes for the destitute," 
free of expense to all who will immigrate to the 
West, was another article in our political creed. 
To this policy, neither the Whig nor Democratic 
)nrty dared express their consent ; nor dared they 
oppose it. At this session, a bill, carrying out i 
our views on this subject, passed this body by a 
vote of nearly two to one. The Senate will doubt. , 
loss comply with the popular will of the nation. 1 
by passing this measure of benevolence, which j 
will cause thousands of hearts to swell With jrrati- ; 
tude and joy. Sir, the Free Democracy believe I 
lint Govetnnients Were constituted to protect, I 
elevate, and render our race, our whole race, more ', 
happy. That it is our duty as statesmen, as phi- ! 
lantbropists. as Christians, so far as we have con- ; 
stitmional power, 11 to raise up the bowed down/''" i 
"to exalt the humble,'-' "to inform the ignorant." j 
'•'to comfort the distressed,-"' 1 and increase the | 
'prosperity and happiness of ail who come wiihin ! 
the sphere of out political, our moral, or our re- 1 
ligious influence Of course, we are hostile to ! 
those Compromise measures which the Whigs i 
and Democrats are pledged to sustain. j 

In 1S4S, nearly three hundred thousand free- } 
men cast their votes for our Presidential candi- 
date. Since that period, cur mora! and political 
power has greatly increased. Probably nne-third 
of the members on this floor are indebted to men j 
"who sympathize with us for their seat3, and many j 
were elected solely and entirely upon our princi- j 
pies. Three members of the Senate were elected ! 
as Free Democrats, while others are partially in- ] 
debted to the votes of the Free Democracy. In j 
several State Legislatures we hoid the balance or ; 
■p-iwer ; but this i3 but little evidence of the rapid- ! 
ity with which our principles are extending. Our j 
progress is marked by the change of feeling to- j 
•frwls our doctrines in both the other parties; J 
their hostility is diminishing d;iily : (hey .'ire be- : 
coming acquainted with cut view-*, and. of course, \ 
respect our motives. In all el?etions r.ow. through- 1 
out n«ost of the free States, candidal ar« s-iec-'- > 
H whose doctrines and principles are not obnox- i 
sous to U3. The cloud which, in 1S-1S, was Use ', 
unto a man's hand in size, hag now overspread the 
vhole North, and wiil soon expend over the na- 
tion, and .finally over the world. But, it is said 
t')at those friends in th-i .Sr.a?e of New York, who 
cime from the Democra:ic party, have returned ! 
ti it. I deeply feel ami dpplore this fact, i loved ' 
'■"id honored them — I sciii respect them; but 1 ' 
inu-t gay that, in my judgment, they have ^rr-d : 
"i departing from us. I. however, will not judge ■ 
! : .''C!ii — to their own masters they stood or full. ! 
16id thf-y continued with u°. there is : in my opin- , 
un. no doubt that we should, in November next, j 
:i ^e effected the election of a President favorable. ! 
to our views. That they are friends of Liberty, ! ! 
l J !)ow; that they will sustain rbe doctrines laid i 
f lown in the Democratic confession of faith., or | 



vote for Pierce and King under the circumstanced 
attending their nomination. 1 do not believe. The 
members of our party, generally, entered upon an 
organization with a deep feeling and conviction 
tlmt such an organization was necessary. Time 
and experience has confirmed us in that opinion. 
1 have stated the basis of our doctrines; they nre 
permanent,, eternal as God himself While stand- 
ing on those principles, We cannot he wrong. The 
political and moral regeneration of our country, 
the entire reformation of this Government from 
its practice of sustaining oppression, slavery, and 
crime, is our object. To effect this great and 
holy purpose, must require time and perseverance. 
In what I have said and done on these questions, 
1 have but r< riveted the sentiments ami feelings 
of those I represent — indeed, among them are 
many, very many, ''older and bettor soldiers" 
than myself. That people, sir, will stand firmly, 
steadfast, and immovable, upon the doctrines ami 
the organization which they have adopted. 

3 am aware of the arguments so often used to 
persuade Free-Soilers to vote for this or that man, 
for this or that party, in order to gain some sup- 
posed temporary advantage. But, sir. we organ- 
ized for the maintenance of doctrines important 
not merely to the people of a township, u county, 
or a State, but to man wherever he is found — im- 
portant not merely to-day, at this election, or nest 
year, but hi all comma time. Can we leave such a 
po&ition, to unite with either of the other parties, 
in order to elect this or that man to cilice, while 
he stands pledged to maintain slavery and the 
skive trade ia this District and in our Territo- 
ries — to continue the infamous Fugitive Law — to 
uphold and support all these measures as a final 
settlement of the subjects to which they refer, 
and to discountenance all examination, dismission, 
or agitation, as to the propriety of these meas- 
ures? Sir, were we to unite with cither party to 
elect a President thus pledged, we should lose our 
own self-respect — we should lose the respect: and 
confidence of the world. Politically, ?ir. we are 

a city set upon an hill, which cannot be bid/"-" 
Throughout the country our influence is felt, in 
this Hall we wield a moral power far beyond our 
numbers. L°t no man charge me with indelicacy 
when I a?sen that the Free-Soilers of this body 
exert all the \i H ;ence to which their numbers en- 
title then). Whigs ami D-mocrats bay* confi- 
dence that we shall in all cases be guided by judg- 
ment, by reayon.and justice, and not by the paltry 
considerations of pony. 

The effect baa been most ealutary. Ten years 
since, no man here dared separate from his party. 
No matter what was rhe subject or hi.s own judg- 
ment, every member was compelled to fall into 
line and v«te with his party leaders. Free-Soilers 
have set an example here Gf independence. The 
commencement of our trials on this subject was 
severe. Ws were frowned upon, vilified, and 
denounced; but thank God we had the firmness 
to bide, our t ime, and now for years manv Whigs 
ami Democrats have followed our example, and 
dared to vntf- as their judgments and consciences 
dictate, in short, sir, here party lines upon m< at 
subjects of legislation have become obliterated. 
This of itself constitutes a great reform 
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At Baltimore, a portion of the Whig patty c<jn« 
tended manfully against committing themselves to 
the outrages ahd crimes of the fugitive Luw and 
Compromise measures. In that reject they did 
more than the Democrats. My sympathies and the 
sympathies of our party and of till good uieu Were 
with them. 

And had the AutbSluvery Whigs hi this House 
and the Senate promptly mid energetically met 
the supercilious pretensions of the slave power 
with decision find firmness, I have little doubt 
they would have inspired a feelitig at Baltimore 
which would have repudiated a platform that has 
stamped itidolible disgrace upon their party, in 
this Hal), rhe Pemoer'uts have stHtaitied the con- 
stitutional rights of the free States more ably and 
faithfully than the Whigs have during the pres- 
ent scission. 

Hut I am aware that a strong effort is making 
to indue*; our Free Democracy to sustain the 
Whig cindidateat the coming election. With 
the gentleman nominated t have long beett ac- 
quainted. To him nor to the Democratic nominee 
have I any personal objection ; but if elected, he 
is pledged to maintain the outrages, the revolting 
crimes, pertaining to the Compromise measures 
and Positive Sh tie h:ist; lo~- wi< ieh' • ; 1- "b'arc-^icli^u • 
attention — to render them perpetual, so far as he 
may be able — to prevent !<11 discussion relating to 
them. To vote fur him is to vote fur this policy — 
to identify ourselves in favor of the avoWed doc- 
trines which he is pledged to support — to give 
proof by our votes tint we approve, the platform 
on which he. stands. But, sir, why vote ior Scott 
in. preference to Pierce? 

The doctrines of the Whig party, as I have 
shown, pli ilge them and their candidate to main- 
tain slavery; the breeding of slaves for market ; 
the sale of women in this District and in the Ter- 
ritories; to uphold the Fugitive Law in all com- 
ing time; to admit a3 many slave States as shall 
apply from New Mexico and Utah, and to silence 
discission on all these subjects. This is as fir, I 
think, as human depravity can go. if the Demo- 
cratic piriy h is dived deeper info moral and po- 
litical putridity, some archangel fallen must have 
penned their confession of faith. If there be 
such a dis 1 Miction, it can only be discovered by a 
refinement of casuistry loo iutricaie for honest, 
munis to exert. S : r, suppose there were a shade 
of distinction in the depths of d>-pravity to which 
these parties have descended, does it become 
vi'iii—fra; men — men of cuor.'vl principle, of politi- 
cal integrity — to be straining their visions and 
using iiiteilfctnal microscropes to discover that 
shade of mnrul darkness? No, sir ; let every man 
who feels that he h is a country to save, a charac- 
ter to sustain — that ho owes a duty to mankind 
and to fr.<"'d — come forward at ov ce. and wr-co. a 
bold arid exterminating war against these doc- 
trine?, so abhorrent, to freedom a>u.l humanity. 

Bat it is said that the Democratic party, if de- 
feated again by the Anti-Slavery sentiment as 
they were in lS-IS,will disband, and the masses 
will then unite with us in support of justice, 
truth, and liberty. The defeat of the Democratic 
party might disband them, and. it might not. 
There is no certainty on that point. If we were 



to unite with the Whigs, we might or we might 
not defeat the Democrats. If we were to try the 
experiment and fail, Whig* and Democrats Would 
despise us. We should demise oUrflelveti. If we 
should succeed, we should become identified with 
the Whig party, nhd swallowed Up by it. la 
every aspect in which I cab view; such ji policy,, 
we must lose, the moral power" which Wo possess.. 
Standing upon elevated principles-— profiBsing., 
avowing, and proclaiming, the political gospel' 
which we present to the people—we cannot de- 
scend to mingle in such tt contest without a sacri- 
fice of that moral and political influence which 
now commands the respect of all honest men, ami. 
of our own consciences. 

Mr. Chairman, 1 know not the course Whiolr 
the people whom \ represent will pursue. From 
the past only can t judge of their future action. 
A residence of half a century among them has 
given me some kuowb-dge of their character. 
Their past action on this subject hi "known and 
read of all men." 

The people do theif own thinking and their 
own voting. Th^y know their rights, and will 
maintain them so f ir as moral and political action 
ou their part will do it. They are at all times 
pr*e*£rfrte"r^ '* Sirfiri^B;^ 

there was more political effort made to induce our 
friends there to vote for the present Executive., 
f hah was ever put forth on any other occasion. 
Distinguished gentlemen from other States, of 
great ability, and of Anti-Slavery sentiments., 
were imported, to show us the propriety of voting 
for men who feared to speak in favor of free prin- 
ciples. But those efforts failed, and few men can 
now be found who will admit that they ever cast 
a vote for the present Executive — a man who has< 
prostituted the power of hi* office to the support 
of slavery and crime. Now they are to be called 
on to vote for men openiy pledged and committed 
to the work of eternizing slavery and the slave 
tride, Mid the Fugitive l.sw. I will leave the 
Free Democracy of the Reserve to speak for- • 
themselves. They have always done that. 

Sir. we are in the midst of a revolution. The 

two great parties are striving to convert this free 
Government into a s'.aveholding, a slave-breeding: 
Republic. Those powers which were delegated ^ 
to secure liberty are now exerted -to overthrow" 
freedom and the Constitution. It becomes every 
patriot, eveiy lover of freedom, every Christian; 
every man. to stand forth in defence of popular- 
rights, in defence of the rights of the free States, 
cf the institutions under which we live, in defence 
of our national character. 

Sir. I am getting old — the infirmities of age are 
coming upon me. I must soon" leave the scenes 
with which I am surrounded. It is uncertain 

.j*he» hgr I .sh^ll .ffg-iiftjadd rees this body ; but one.. 

■thing 1 ask. that friends and foes, here and else- 
where, in this and ia corning time, shall under- 
stand, that whether in puidic or in private life., 
by the wayside or the fireside, in life or in death, 
I oppose, denounce, and repudiate, the effiirta now 
put forth to involve th* pe.-.ple of the free. States 
in the support of slavery, of the. slavt trade., and 
their attendant ciioies. 



